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cup," going ahead with the Radical measures which were still on
their programme, and, when these met their expected fate or mutila-
tion at the hands of the Lords, taking the whole issue to the country.
They doubted whether there was enough steam in the Irish question
to make a dissolution on that alone a reasonable hazard, but hoped
that when it was combined with other causes of complaint affecting
other parts of the country they would be on safer ground. In this,
as the event was to show, they reckoned too little with the immense
influence which Mr. Gladstone exerted in the country, and the diffi-
culties which would follow in their own councils if or when he
withdrew.
*          ^          *          *          *         *          *
On July 16, 1893, Prince George, the Heir-Apparent, who had
now been created Duke of York, married Princess May of Teck,
who had formerly been affianced to his brother, Prince Albert Victor.
The marriage gave great satisfaction to Queen Victoria, and was
warmly approved by the public.
A brief but serious crisis in foreign affairs arose at the end of June,
1893, while Parliament was absorbed in the Irish question. Rosebery
had had incessant friction with the French since he came into office,
and especially in the matter of Siam, where he suspected them of
pursuing a policy which would eventually make them masters of
that country and bring them into uncomfortable proximity to Burma
and the Indian frontier. Their proceedings, which were undoubtedly
very high-handed, moved the Foreign Secretary to a high state of
indignation. On the last day of June it was reported that in pur-
suance of their blockade of the country, they had ordered two British
gunboats stationed on the river Menam for the protection of British
residents and property to leave Bangkok, and Rosebery at once"
telegraphed that they were to remain. This seemed to threaten an
immediate collision, and for twenty-four hours there was talk of
war. It then happily turned out that the British officer in charge of
the gunboats had misunderstood the French Admiral, and the im-
mediate question was peacefully settled within die next fortnight.
The incident was watched with lively anticipation by the other
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